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Business Roundtable Statement on Trade Promotion Authority Vote 
 

Washington – Tom Linebarger, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Cummins Inc. and Chair of the 
Business Roundtable International Engagement Committee, issued the following statement on today’s 
vote to begin debate on Trade Promotion Authority (TPA) legislation:  
 
“We are disappointed with the outcome of today’s vote that would have started Senate debate on TPA 
legislation. TPA is critical to getting the best possible outcomes in trade negotiations. Expanding trade 
opportunities for America’s businesses and farmers is key to supporting well-paying jobs and delivering 
much-needed economic growth. We encourage the Senate to act as quickly as possible to consider and 
pass this bipartisan legislation.”  
 
Passage of bipartisan TPA legislation is a top priority for Business Roundtable CEOs. The Roundtable 
founded and leads the U.S. business and agricultural community’s Trade Benefits America Coalition, aimed 
at educating on the benefits of trade and U.S. trade agreements and advocating for modernized TPA as an 
important tool for pursuing pending and future negotiations to provide further opportunities for U.S. 
economic growth and job creation. 

 

# # # 
 

Business Roundtable CEO members lead companies with $7.2 trillion in annual revenues and nearly 16 million employees. 
Business Roundtable member companies comprise more than a quarter of the total market capitalization of U.S. stock markets 

and invest $190 billion annually in research and development – equal to 70 percent of U.S. private R&D spending. Our companies 
pay more than $230 billion in dividends to shareholders and generate more than $470 billion in sales for small and medium-sized 

businesses annually. Business Roundtable companies also make more than $3 billion a year in charitable contributions. 
  

Please visit us at www.brt.org, check us out on Facebook and LinkedIn, and follow us on Twitter. 
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